FINAL ESSAY ASSIGNMENT

PolS 13181:  Ten Images of Hell in the 20th Century

One Saturday in October, Jim McAdams returns from a Notre Dame football game.  For reasons you can predict, he is depressed.  To cheer himself up, he invites you and three other thinkers—Jerry Walls, Peter Singer, and Erich Maria Remarque—to have dinner with him in the Nanovic Institute lounge.  Yet, his hopes for a relaxing evening are quickly dashed when Singer and Remarque get into a heated argument with Walls about the prerequisites for moral behavior.  According to Walls, “If there is no God, no heaven, and no Hell, there is simply no persuasive reason to be moral.”  In response, both Singer and Remarque flatly reject the claim.  At this point, McAdams turns to you:  “You’ve been kind of quiet up to now,” he says.  “Who do you think is right?”

Please write a rigorously coherent essay of no more than 4-5 typed, double-spaced pages in which you respond to McAdams’ question.  Naturally, this assignment will challenge you to do something more than just express your opinion.  For one thing, you will need to make sure that McAdams understands what all the furor is about. Why should he care?  Then, too, you will need to make sure McAdams understands the position of each speaker.  If you like, feel free to disagree with all three thinkers and defend a view of your own.

This question is structured to be an exercise in the art of persuasion.  By the end of the dinner, you want McAdams to say that he agrees with your judgment on the topic.

This is a challenging assignment because it requires you to think for yourself.  I strongly urge you to begin writing your essay immediately.  If you write a rough draft now, you will find it much easier to go back in a few days and reflect upon your answer.  Then, write more, reread, and then write some more.

As you already know, I do not expect your paper to be perfect.  However, it should be clear by now that you will write the best paper you have ever written in your life.  Remember:  this course is your priority!

Your paper is due at the Nanovic Institute, 211 Brownson, by 10:00 am, next Thursday, April 30.  If you would like me to return your paper to you with comments, please provide me with a stamped, self-addressed envelope.
Onward to victory!

AJM

